S
!

755
/

T

7
'\

(A 03 3 G

755
/

78
¥
/

€ SQE 4y &

7
'\

R




Editor's Note

A number of years ago, I taught in a small village school. An
annual task was that of producing the Nativity Play, often
mistakenly called the activity play by the children.
Preparation would begin in October, so that by the time it
was mid-December, the children would be word perfect.

| Roles were carefully cast according to age and ability but

| e the most sought after role for the girls was always that of
Mary. In reality, Mary didn't need to have a speaking part, so an infant child
was normally chosen and all she had to do was to cuddle the baby doll and
place him in the crib. Simple!

I recall one production in particular when the simple task went horribly wrong:

And so it came to pass that, after all the dress rehearsals, the date of the
Nativity Play finally arrived. It was a perfectly clear and crisp late
afternoon, the mercury level was dropping obligingly to create the authentic
Dickensian Christmas card atmosphere. The play began in the village church.

Angel Gabriel, magnificent golden wings outspread, appeared on the church
altar o Mary, who was sitting, doing some quiet knitting. Gabriel, in full flow
of his well mastered, lengthy soliloguy, announced to the sweetly smiling Mary
that she was going to have a baby and call him Jesus. He was about to continue
when Mary, jolted out of her excellent silence, piped up:

"Oh no I'm not, I'm going to call him Joseph after his dad!”
And so there commenced a battle of unscripted words.
Gabriel replied, "Of course you can't! God said he was to be called Jesus.”

Mary retorted, more adamantly this time, "No! Miss said I could call him
Joseph."

Gabriel, looking straight at me said, "It says in the Bible to call him Jesus!”
Mary just had to have the last word:

"Well, T've changed my mind now and T AM calling him Joseph. Baby Joseph.”
It was all too much for poor Gabriel, who flew off to the side altar, wailing.

Mary continued knitting, in silence once again, with a smug look on her pretty
face. I quickly ushered in a change of scene.

All the parents were, of course, highly amused at the improvised lines.

What's the famous adage in thespian circles? Never work with children or
animals. Should have listened!

Wishing you all a joyful Christmas, Colette.
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Dear Friends,

As | sat down to write the letter for this month, the words of the last verse
of the Christmas Carol, ‘O little town of Bethlehem’, came to mind!

‘O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray;

cast out our sin, and enter in: be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell:
‘O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel’.

And what wonderful words they are for us. The Lord coming to be with us and to change
us too!

| don’t know about you, maybe it’s a vicar thing, but for me the month of December
passes by very quickly. With the Christmas preparations, services, carols, plans, presents,
decorations, get-togethers, socials, and whatever else comes along, the month is really full
and can easily carry us along without our feet touching the ground! And then it’s January.
New year. New start. New plans. New year’s resolutions... perhaps?

Advent — Christmas — Epiphany. The three church seasons we’ll journey through in
December and January, bring with them opportunities to pause, to reflect, and to renew
our thinking. But you know, we are so busy and sometimes miss the opportunity to take
that time out to really reflect on what these seasons are all about.

Advent — the season of expectant waiting.

Christmas — the season to celebrate God’s saving work in the world, in the birth of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Epiphany — the season of newness, of encounter.

For some, these seasons bring stress, worry, debt, the nightmare of choosing the right
gifts, hoping for everything to be just perfect, perhaps missing a loved one, for the first
time or the twenty-first time.

In all of this, we need to remember why we are celebrating and who we are celebrating!
Jesus is the ‘Reason for the Season’ after all.

At the centre of these three festivals is a little baby, placed in a borrowed manger, in a
borrowed stable. There wasn’t even a cradle to rest the baby Jesus. It wasn’t grand. It
wasn’t fancy... but it was amazing! This true story is amazing. Perhaps such an idea might
release us from some of the pressures, financial and otherwise that this time of year
brings.

Elsewhere, in the Focus ,is a list of all our services and events throughout the festive
season. You will be most welcome at any or all of them!

‘O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel’.

May God bless you this Advent, Christmas and Epiphany.
Keith
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Sunday 7" December All- -Age Eucharlst Toy & Gift Serwce '0 30a-n(
Sunday 14" December 4pm Festive Afternoon Tea- Tickets £2.50 ]
Sunday 14" December “Carols around the Tree’ 6pm }
Saturday 20" December Breakfast with Santa 9:30am Tickets £2.50
Sunday 21%* December ‘Carols by Candlelight’ 6pm
Wednesday 24™ December Christingle Service 4pm
Wednesday 24™ December Midnight Eucharist 11:15pm
Thursday 25" December Family Eucharist for Christmas Day 10:30am
Sunday 28" December Patronal Festival Eucharist 10:30am
Wednesday 31* December Ne\??‘{
4 bery Bappy & Blessed Christmas to all in Bightoton
From St Stephens Church and Our Lady of Pictories Church

fear’s Eve Eucharist 10:30am
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Chrnistmas Celebrations at Our Lady Of Victories and
Holy Family

Saturday 6th December:
11 am Penitential Celebration with personal Confessions in Hightown for the
Communities of Ince Blundell and Hightown.
12 noon: Holy Mass OLOV Hightown

Monday 8th December:
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Masses:
9 am: Holy Mass Holy Family Ince Blundell
7 pm: Holy Mass OLOV Hightown.

Sunday 21st December: 4th Sunday of Advent
9 am: Holy Mass Holy Family Ince Blundell
11.15 am: Holy Mass OLOV Hightown

Wednesday 24th December Christmas Vigil Masses:
3 pm: Holy Mass OLOV Hightown in Spanish
7 pm: Holy Mass Holy Family Ince Blundell in English.

Thursday 25th December: Christmas Day Masses:
9 am: Holy Mass Holy Family Ince Blundell
11.15 am: Holy Mass OLOV Hightown

Sunday 28th December: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
9 am: Holy Mass Holy Family Ince Blundell
11.15 am: Holy Mass OLOV Hightown

For regular giving—Everyone benefits
For details, Please contact: \i, I l.,o\.l -
Brian Taylor: 0151 929 2720 -f—J ®e-* | |

Keith Aldis: 0151 929 3612 PARISH SCHEME

Magazine part-sponsored by John Gibson - notary services
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Services at St Stephen’s Church December 2025 and January 2026

Wednesday 3" 10:30 Eucharist
Friday 5% 09:30 Morning Prayer
Sunday 7" Advent 2 10:30 All-Age Eucharist Toy &Gift Service
18:00 Evensong
Wednesday 10th 10:30 Eucharist
19:00 Sanctuary @ Seven
Friday 12th 09:30 Morning Prayer
Sunday 14" Advent 3 10:30 Eucharist with Healing
18:00 Carols around the Tree
Wednesday 17" 10:30 Eucharist
Friday 19" 09:30 Morning Prayer
Sunday 21* Advent 4 10:30 Eucharist (Sunday School)
18:00 Carols by Candlelight
Sunday 28" Christmas 1 10:30 Patronal Festival Eucharist
18:00 BCP Holy Communion
Wednesday 31* 10:30 Eucharist for New Year’s Eve
Friday 2" 2026 09:30 Morning Prayer
Sunday g™ Epiphany 10:30 All-Age Eucharist
18:00 Evensong
Wednesday 7 10:30 Eucharist
Friday ot 09:30 Morning Prayer
Sunday 11" Epiphany 2 10:30 Eucharist
18:00 Evensong
Wednesday 14" 10:30 Eucharist
19:00 Sanctuary @ Seven
Friday 16" 09:30 Morning Prayer
Sunday 18" Epiphany 3 10:30 Eucharist (Sunday School)
18:00 Evensong
Wednesday 21* 10:30 Eucharist
Friday 23™ 09:30 Morning Prayer
Sunday 25" Epiphany 4 10:30 Eucharist
18:00 BCP Holy Communion
Wednesday 28th 10:30 Eucharist
Friday 30th 09:30 Morning Prayer
St. Stephen’s Church—Hightown Page 6 Dec 25/Jan 26




Prayer Prompts for December

WkI. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
dwelt in the land of the deep darkness, on them has shined a light
(Isaiah 9:2)

WEZ. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be
upon his shoulder, and his name will be called, Wonderful Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6)

WkS3. Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when | will raise up for David
a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall
execute justice and righteousness in the land. (Jeremiah 23:5)

Wk4. Prepare to meet your God, O Israel. (Amos 4:12)

Let us pray for the people of:
St Stephen’s Rd, Hester Close and all the people of Hightown

Prayer Prompts for January

From the writings of the great mystic and spiritual teacher, Teresa of Avila

WkI. A whole lifetime is short. | cannot depend upon anything that passes
away. We need, therefore, to cast aside our daily concerns. We need to
reflect upon the state of our soul.

WkZ2. We hear the Lord calling to us even when we are still caught up in the
pleasures and vanities of this world. God is willing to wait for me for
many a day, even many a year.

WkJS. Do not be anxious about what you are to eat or to put on, but leave it to
God. In trusting him, | will be free from anxiety.

Wk4. If I have you, God, | will want for nothing. You alone suffice.
Let us pray for the people of :
Briary Croft, Elmcroft Lane, Windermere Rd and Holmfield
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Breakfast with Afternoon
Santa Tea ‘.*

Sunday 14th December

g "":‘ 4pm
- Tickets £2.50
we

e

Entertainment and Jollity

Scx'rurdaygbéagzrr:ber 20th Please contact Rev. Keith

Booking required
Please phone Di Aldis on
0151 929 3612

0007007007001

Do you remember the hit, ’It’ll Be Lonely This Christmas’ ?

In 1974 it was sung by Mud, before that, Elvis. Well, there’s no need
to feel lonely this Christmas with so much going on in Hightown. If you
are able; get out and join in some of the many festive activities
mentioned in Focus; take a walk at dusk around the village to look at
the lights; come to one of the services and meet new friends. You will
be welcomed like an old friend in Hightown.

Our grateful thanks to all those who help with the
Focus magazine: the people who deliver it, those
who contribute and special thanks to Martin

Butcher, who is our technical guru.

Entries for future issues of Focus to be sent to

Focus.Mag.2023@StStephensHightown.org.uk

Please submit before last day of month
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‘Word Tosether”™
Bible Study

Every 2" and 4" wednesday

Please note that there will be no session on 24th December, the 4th Wednesday, but

sessions will be back to normal on 14th and 28th January.

‘Souper Troopers
Mondays
Noon-til- 2

in the Church Hall

All We&g_ome'

Please note Souper Troopers will NOT meet on Monday 29th December. Back on
Monday 5th January 2026. Thank you!
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Sunday Coffee Rota December
7th Hilary Munro
14th Pam Bessant

21st Jane Copeland

Sunday Coffee Rota January
4th Jan Williams
11th Shirley Burns
18th Jayne Cudby

28th Di Aldis 25th Christine Grocott
Brass Rota
Prices for advertising per annum:
December Full page: £550
Colette Hudson and Jayne Cudby Halfpage: £275
January Quarter page:£135
.t Kevin Bradshaw ;. One eighth page: £70
ﬁj ﬁj Contact:
;E_& ;LL Adverts@StStephensHightown.org.uk
All Age Eucharist
1st Sunday of Every Month
10.30 at St Stephen’s

Appropriate for all age groups
from the old to the very young

Readings, prayers, hymns,
folk group and a

celebration of the
Eucharist

St Stephen’s

A less formal service with
the Eucharist at the heart
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Who’s Who at St Stephen’s

Vicar Revd Keith Thornborough
Associate Priest Revd John Reed
Warden Judith Welch

Judith.Churchwarden@StStephensHightown.org.uk

Jane Copeland

Warden Jane.Churchwarden@StStephensHightown.org.uk
PCC Secretary Beryl Howard

PCC Treasurer Keith Aldis

Gift Aid Secretary Brian Taylor

Cath Marshall

Safeguardin
8 8 cathmarshall47@yahoo.co.uk

Electoral Roll Beth Cresswell
Sacristan Team Hazel Roberts
Health and Safety TBA

Flower Rota Sue Taylor

CMS Secretary Berenice Gibson
St Stephen’s Youth Club Jane Croxton
Church Hall Bookings Sally Fraser

Colette Hudson:
Focus.Mag.2023 @StStephensHightown.og.uk

Focus Editor

Colette Hudson
Adverts@StStephensHightown.org.uk

Focus Adverts

Focus Distribution Mr and Mrs K Bradshaw

St Stephen’s Church Website StStephensHightown.org.uk
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Hightown Physiotherapy Clinic
physiotherapy and acupuncture
registered with the Health

-
and Care Professions council :g

k2

B '*?‘

Back & Neck Pain

Tricia Blyth M.C.S.P. g
Sports Injuries

07967 140809

Arthritis
25 Blundell Road, Post-Op Rehabilitation
Hightown Accupuncture

ABRAM FENCING

Est 1976 - "A Family Business"

Tel: 01704 889185 =t
- Mob: 07711 549489 .

=

| " I
Quality Fencing at affordable prices

Supplied or errected FREE ESTIMATES
Website: AbramFencing.co.uk

NCKSTARKRCCA SF

* accounts preparations for individuals,sole traders
partnerships, limited companies

* tax returns, corporate & individual

* payroll

* bookkeeping (SAGE a speciality)

* VAT

* business reviews

27 Holmwood Gardens, Formby, Liverpool, L37 1NH

01704 778303

n Estimat
704562564 & 07523 253391
' Specialists in all types of
* Flat Roofing

» Slating and Tiling

¢ Leadwork Repairs

¢ Storm Damage

* Guttering

Replacement Fascia

All Type of Roofing Repairs
Competitive Prices on UPVC

IGHTOW
ROOFING COMPANY
6 Elmcroft Lane, Hightown, Merseyside. L38 3RN

PROPRIETOR: DAVID FEALEY
for a FREE
no obligation quote call

Tel : 0151 929 3615
Mobile: 07970 688880

St. Stephen’s Church—Hightown
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¥ | The Wil Whiting Guitd (UK) Ltd or The WWG has been established for

'

g an :r)b vears, providing Will services across the Marth West, During this

L | s = =

- period, wa have preparad thousands of Wills, many of which have been
The Will Writing Guild referrals and recommendations by ourexisting clients.

We offer the following services:
> Will and Updates

> Lasting Power of Attorney

» Probate Administration

> Protective Property Trust Wills
> Advice on Long Term Care

> Secure Document Storage

» Equity Release

> Free Home Visits
Troy Gabeinda @
& & besingss with .-:
¥ Ce Compkam 3
Call MawW on

We're here to help l_.l 01704 54668

Wisitus online at

== thewwg.co.uk

L e

Dean Brothers

Independent Family Funeral Services since 1827

Tel: 01704 872023

At Dean Brothers we are -.rar:,r proud to be nearly 200 years old,
pmwdmg ﬁri‘ngh suppa:thn services to the local communities of
Farmby , Southport and surrounding areas.

Mational Award Winning Services
me Carbon Footprint, green anargy supplied
Lumury Chapels of Rest
Prepaid fureral plans
Members of National Associations MAFD AND SAIF
SAIF Bereavement Care sUpport

Go g%e

WiFad Tusttioe Revicws

B 2 s Feclesiastical LAAEL
@ Fi';"le'\"X' SERNVIL _l"'- mm
BT
| _corcross |

="y o
o
L wwrsideanbros.co.uk

“.\ 4,»,, Yoga Somatics
3“&& ”’f” At The Hightown
Club

Monday 10.30-12.00 & 18.15-19.45
Tuesday 10.30-12.00
Please get in touch
Rose Billinge - mob: 07900 017 608
Email: rosebillinge@yahoo.co.uk

St. Stephen’s Church—Hightown
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FEELING FLABBY, UNFIT
AND SICK OF DIETS?

WANT TO BE B-FIT + FABULOUS?

AS my FREE GIFT to you | will teach you how to:

Feel fabulous, toned, slimmer and healthier

Drop a dress size without calorie counting

Boost your energy and feel 10 years younger

Have the WOW factor

TO CLAIM YOUR FREE GIFT AND BOOK YOUR
FREE B-FIT B-FABULOUS SESSION WORTH £60

Call Gaynor on 07748 298 728 or email: Gaynor@B-Fit.uk.com
Only 6 places available — For success stories visit www.B-Fit.uk.com

THE COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST

@PHILS TREE CARE Ltd.

| —_— NAL A _—
Fully qualified and insured

Jubilee House, Altcar Road, Formby L37 8DL

www.philstreecare.co.uk . Pollardina

Tel: 01704 778512

lFiTC vf -

| Quolified workforce |
!

‘~ Blundellsands Sailing Club
g s Established 1907 Hiahtown

New sailing members welcome!

Whether you are a complete novice to sailing and want to give sailing a try
or are an experienced ocean dweller you are more than welcome at BSC.

If you are interested in joining the club or trying some sailing
with existing members, please contact:
Rohan Pickard - Commodore Deryk Johnson - Vice Commodore
Rohan.Pickard@Gmail.com DerykJ@Gmail.com
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THE VILLAGES

* Satterthwaites bakery products
* Tansey’s bakery products
& Greenhalgh’s bakery products

‘Paypoint services

* News & Magazines

* Milk & Dairy Payzone services

e Chilled & Frozen foods
* Fruits & Vegetables

* Groceries

+* Soft Drinks

e Alcohol

¢ Tobacco & E-cigs

* Household products

* Pet foods & Toys

ATM
Parcel service 4

Specuallst in W|IIs and Lastlng Powers of Attorney
Property Trust Wills

Legacies & Bequests

Home Probate Service

Free Home Visits

If you would like some information or some guidance,
please email me or send a message through the Website.

You can also contact me on 07926 587776 to make an appointment.

Caroline Speakman

Member of the Society of Willwriters
Email: southportwills@gmail.com &
Phone: 07926 587776 " &‘]

AR
O |

N

Website: www.southportwills.com

& -
$ (“""/; <~ 9 Safe to do
-~ NN v e o
= | & 45 = business with
< &
- ¥ Code Compliant
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LOVETOBUYYOURCAR.COM

We buy all kind of cars and
we’d love to buy yours!

Get your car valued by an expert, not a computer.
Any make, any model, regardless of age
or condition. We always offer a fair price.

We're a local, trustworthy company
who will come to you.

Call: Mike Braid 07887 637774

or email: info@lovetobuyyourcar.com

ENTER YOUR WHATSAPP OR RECEIVE A
REGISTRATION TEXT YOUR VALUATION

NUMBER DETAILS NEXT DAY

Ou
. . REAL voue

Or visit: www.lovetobuyyourcar.com and follow the steps above.

T —
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& Barringtons

INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICES

Family owned and run business by David and Claire
Barrington. Offering care and support for a personal
and relevant service for all your arrangements.

- Arrangements made in your own home.

- Pre-paid funeral plans available from Ecclesiastical
Planning Services.

- Private chapels of rest available.
- Environmentally conscious funerals available.

- Free estimates given without obligation.

- Please visit our website for details of all our
fees and charges.

www.barringtonsfunerals.co.uk

o N o
Tl JI"I.?

e T ] ‘-‘."'-. ! I :
3 RECOMMENDED S A I F

(Jﬁ]mm.ﬁmml;.yrmlri) e

_;.f l'III"H-':I' TORS
Offices :
28 Crosby Road North, Waterloo, L22 4QF - 0151 928 1625
38 The Marian Square, Netherton, L30 5QA - 0151 329 3525

49 Liverpool Road, Formbu, L37 6BT - 01704 547851
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LOCKSMITHS Gieub it

ESTABLISHED 2000 RN —]

-!"' rl.."

A Registered Insured NCFE Certified Company

Call Paul for a Fast, Reliable, Professional Service

UPVC & WOODEN DOOR o TELEPHONE

SE:iClAUST | 01704 369930
rgency Door Opening MOBILE

UPVC Door Lock Repairs

UPVC Door Lock Changes szwﬁ;x‘!fm:’:u?ﬁz

UPVC Door Lock Upgrades —

Wood Door Lock Chﬂ"gES f‘; « “d. , S0
All Work Guaranteed ) O ™

ey

HIGHTOWN CLUB Thirlmere Road, Hightown, L38 3RQ

Founded 1907
CRICKET (MENS, LADIES, GIRLS) * SQUASH * BOWLS * TENNIS
VETERANS FOTBALL * CROSBY ST. MARY’S R.U.F.C. * SOCIAL CLUB

The Hightown Club is a village Sports and Members Club, which encompasses the heart of the
Hightown Community. We host a range of sporting activities for all age groups at casual and
competitive levels and we actively encourage the local community to enjoy the facilities at the
Club by attending our wide range and top quality events or just dropping in for a friendly drink in
our Sports Bar.

Sports Bar Opening Hours

Monday & Wednesday Closed. Tuesday & Thurs 6-10pm. Friday 6-11pm. Saturday 6-12pm. Sunday 1-9pm
Function Room for Hire for Special Events

Ideal for Celebrations, Christenings, Holy Communions, Weddings, Funerals, Conferences and Community Events.

For Catering Enquiries, Contact: Janet Holmes: 0151 929 2330 or 07504 399 103
For Membership Enquiries, Contact: Chris Scrine: 07884 491 806
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TOWER
. 8am - 8pm

Your Local Worcester Bosch Accredited Partner
365 days a year

6000

« Boiler Installations
+ Boiler/Fire Servicing and Repairs

« Radiators
" Power Flushing
« Smart Thermostats

+/ Emergency Line

Proud sponsors of - The Hightown &
St. Mary’s Cricket Club

www.tower .com

farmbyflooringcentre

Specialists in Carpets, Laminates,
Vinyls, Karndean

37 - 39 Three Tuns Lane, Formby, L37 4AQ
Tel: 01704 834 371 - EAK__._ 01704 875 233

A28 The Print Quarter.

- " Design Print

Ready when you need It...

/' Same Day Print!

from supplied print r'e(:iciyr files’

‘anly avallable-an salected service

www.ThePrintQuarter.com Emal: sales@pgsouthport.com Tel, ﬂITﬂ4 543010 5
Eldon Court, 39-41 Hoghton Street, Southpiort PRI ONS oo @®

A
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Bouguets - Flower Crowns - Corsages

MIKE’S POWERWASH

Industrial Power Cleaning
of Patios & Drives

Phone Mike for your value price:

Tel: 0151 474 0760
Mob: 07738 304364

Law Limited

/;Lu wmn CArS

Wills and Powers of Attorey are powerful legal decuments. The skill in preparing the right document for
your circumstances comes from knowing to ask the right questions coupled with the experience and
expertise to draft it correctly; and thereafter ensuring that the formalities of finalising the document are
properly adhered to. If you cut comers there is a risk that your loved ones will only discover the problems
when it is too late - causing them stress, heartache and unnecessary financial loss.

Don’t leave it to chance.

Make sure you only use an individual who personally is:

« a qualified professional = formally regulated by a recognised legal body

= a dedicated spedcialist + insured as per regulatory requirements

s highly experienced + accredited member of Solicitors for the Elderly and STEP

Elizabeth Foggin TEP, Solicitor at Autumn Years Law is your local expert in:
* Wills & Trusts = Lasting Powers of Atforney

« Court of Protection/ Deputyship  + Probate & Estate Administration

+ Lifetime & Inheritance Tax Planning + Elderly client services

Qur friendly approach is both compassionate yet professional and as a company we are committed to
providing you with high quality legal advice. Free home/hospital visits are available if you have physical
difficulties in being able to come to us.
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Private, ethical general practice

GP appointments
to suit you

Experienced GPs

Longer appointments
Face-to-face consultations
Medical weight management
Phone & video calls

Coils for HRT

Home visits Formby GP
4 Victoria Buildings

Victoria Road, Formby L37 7DB
01704 617050

GP www.formbygp.com

Easy Fundraising

St Stephens has have been using #easyfundraising to raise FREE
donations for the Church when we shop online. We have just been paid!
These donations will make a BIG difference and you can help during this

difficult time too - it only takes 2 minutes to sign up and 4,500+ shops
( including Amazon and Ebay) will donate for free, every time you shop
online with them!
Why not visit:

easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ststephenschhightown/
payments/605637b0af62fd200266cbd30/

to find out more ?
As that famous advertising slogan tells us: 'every little helps'.
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home instead.

Care starts at home

In-home care tailored to your needs.

@& Personal Care M Live-inCare
Companionship @ Home Help
@ NailCare = Dementia Care

01515261225

www.homeinstead.co.uk/liverpoolandsefton

Each Home Instead franchise is independently owned and operated. Copyright@ Home Instead UK® 2025
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Maize Harvest 20235

Americans call it corn, we call it grain maize. In Hightown, the farmer normally
harvests it in late October / November. Forage maize is earlier when it’s a bit
greener. The forage maize will be used to feed the animals over the winter. This
is a relatively new crop in Hightown but it seems to like our soil and conditions.

e

I %m

IT is always such a joy to see and hear our toddler congregation in St
Stephen's, every second Sunday. A Bible story, some simple songs
and craft, plus refreshments and companionship provide the perfect
ending to the a dark and wintery Sunday afternoon. Come and seel

Date For Your Diary
World Day of Prayer Service, Friday 6th March 2026 at 2pm,
St Stephen’s Church
All Welcome
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God in the Sciences

This series is written by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at The Fara-
day Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive relationship be-
tween Science and Christian faith.

The Incarnation: fearfully and wonderfully made

My frame was not hidden from you when | was made in the secret
place,

when | was woven together in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book
before one of them came to be. Psalm 139:15-16

You began life as a single cell. For a few hours you were a miniscule but highly complex
blob of jelly, until it began to divide: two cells, four, eight, sixteen, a ball, a hollow ball, and
then something more recognisably like a living organism. You were still tiny, but developing
a nervous system, a head, a body, arms and legs.

Until recently | hadn’t thought much about Jesus being an embryo. Somehow, | find that
thought even more shocking than His birth. How could God, who made the universe, have
become something so completely and utterly vulnerable? Maybe in the past, when the
development of a child happened in ‘secret’, it was possible just to let that part of the
Christmas story go untold.

Today, when we see images of a developing child, or even embryos outside the womb, it is
harder to ignore the process of Jesus developing into a baby. The incarnation meant that
God’s Son went through all the stages in the diagram in my developmental biology
textbook: ‘zygote’, ‘morula’, ‘blastocyst’, implantation, and so on.

Jesus was there in the beginning, and all life owes its existence to Him. But instead of
remaining aloof, He chose to become one of us. The Son of God shared the same kind of
DNA as every other organism on the planet. He knows what it feels like to have a body, to
feel hungry and thirsty, pain and pleasure, dark and light.

In Psalm 139, the writer is meditating on God’s intimate knowledge of him, which began
when he was an embryo. There is nothing God doesn’t know about him, and even
darkness cannot obscure him from God’s sight. The incarnation means that God’s intimacy
with us now extends even further. He became one of us, lived alongside us, and shared
our very fragile material nature.

The transcendent God is also immanent, longing for us to relate to Him as Father. He
became as fragile as we are so He could rescue us from the messes we so often find
ourselves in. With His help, we can remember what it means to be fearfully and wonder-
fully made.

Reproduced by permission from Merry Christmas Everyone: A festive feast of stories, poems and
reflection, Edited by Wendy H. Jones, Amy Robinson & Jane Clamp (Association of Christian Writers, 2018)
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Village Organisations and Activities

Tuesday Group, St Stephen’s Hall
Tuesday morning 10.30am

Hightown Friendship Group
1st Wednesday at 8pm
St Stephen’s Hall

Gardening Club
2nd Monday 8pm
St Stephen’s Hall

Bowling Club, Sandy Lane

Hightown Club

Blundellsands Sailing Club

Yoga Classes, Hightown Club

Flower Show

Open Mic Poetry Group
3rd Thursday 7.30pm
St Stephen’s Church hall

Craft Group, Every Thursdays
1.30-3.30pm, St Stephen’s Hall

Hightown Parish Council

Community Library, Alt Centre,
Lower Alt Rd. Mon 12-2, Tues 1-3,

Zumba Gold, Dance for all aged 55 plus,
Mondays 9.45-10.30, St Stephen’s Hall

Creo Dance Company
Mon Tues Wed Thurs Sat
Children 3 to 18 years

Beryl Howard & Jan Branigan

Marjorie Walker

Hilary Munro

Diana Killen

Chris Scrine

Rohan Pickard
RohanPickard@gmail.com

Deryk Johnson
Derykl@gmail.com

Rose Billinge

Debbie Underhill

underhillsathome@aol.com

Sally Anne
tapiabowes@gmail.com
Alex

Sue Taylor

Jenny Farrar
clerk@hightownparishcouncil.uk
www.hightownparishcouncil.uk

Linda Munro
lindamunro@hotmail.com

Nicky Garsforth

Georgia Cardwell
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At Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus,
God's Son and our Saviour
coming into the world as a baby, }:}
and we look forward to the time
when Jesus will come again,
not as a baby but as the
King of kings and Lord of lords!

Mouse Makes

read
lohn 14:3 Q:{
A baby needs clothes
to keep warm like
a snuggly sleep suit {Z A baby needs somewhere
to be born like at home

or a vest and nappy. Z;L
What were you dressed in?

Jesus was wrapped in

or in a hospital.
Where were you born?

Jesus was born
in astable in

read Luke 2:7 —— ot read Luke 2:1-6
= = : o ..____,,..-r' .

A baby needs

A baby needs aname.
somewhere -What name were
to sleep like ou called?

a crib or a cot, ‘ 5
What did you £ Jesus was given

a special name

sleep in?
Jesus stz tina thathad a
: special meaning.
raad

read Luke 2 ?

HAPPY CHRISTMAS!

NADOLIG LLAWEN {K NOLLAIG CHRIDHEIL m> NOLLAG SHONA
JOYEUX NOEL » FELIZ NAVIDAD » BUON NATALE » GOD JUL » FROHE WEIHNACHTEN

Dec258 deborah noble + parishpump.co.uk
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Toddler Time

A new fun group for Toddlers 0-4yr and their carers!
$t. Stephen’s Church Hall
Fridays 10am-11:30am term ¢ime
Play- Craf¢- Snack- Story- Songs- Fun!
ALL WELCOME!

Tocddler €hurch

St Stephen’s Church
Ist Sunday in Dec¢, 2nd Sunday of Jan ‘26 4pm

A service for pre-schoolers and their families
Fun songs, a bible story, ¢craft and refreshments

Youth Club
From age 7
Friday Evening Term Time
6pm until 7.15pm

Contact: Jane Bessant 07776 305 660

Please note that there will be no youth club
during school holidays
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ST STEPHEN'S cHuacH

EVERY 3*° SUNDAY @ 10:30AM

ES L A i

| TITRERIT ]
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